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FeatureFeature
What’s In the Cooker?

As I have mentioned in 
prior issues of the Picayune, 

Technifex is committed to  
developing new products for 

the entertainment industry. We 
firmly believe in the value of off-the-shelf systems 
as a means of lowering costs to our clients and 
diversifying our business. In this issue, we are 
introducing a few new products and highlighting 
others that we have developed over the last couple 
of years.  Is this blatant self-promotion? Yes, but 
we also believe we have some innovative and cost-
effective solutions that you may not be aware of.

When you read about the various products we 
offer, you will notice that they cut across a 
number of industry disciplines. Since our core 
business is still and always will be special effects,  
we are always looking for new ways to captivate an 
audience. Whether it is with water, lighting, 
mechanics or illusions, the name of the game is 
gaining and holding an audience’s attention.  Our 
mission is to give designers, architects, and show 
producers the tools to do just that as cost 
effectively as possible.

The other message that I hope comes across in 
this issue is our ability to develop new products 
for our clients.  If you have a concept and would 
like to create a working model, whether it is 
computer-generated or physical, we are very 
willing to provide assistance.  In some cases, we 
might even consider investing in the development 
of the product.  We have joined forces with 
several groups over the years to create products 
and firmly believe in the power of collaborative 
efforts.

I hope the summer season has been good to you 
and look forward to hearing your comments about 
our latest innovations.

 Research & Development Department
Taking special effects to the next generation

Technifex's strongest asset is our collective brain.  Our designers 
have nearly three centuries of combined experience creating 
special effects for just about any application.  That experience and 
brainpower is what makes Technifex one of the most successful 
think tanks in our field.  Many companies routinely come to us with a 
raw concept and ask us to develop a way to turn it into reality.   

When Universal Studios wanted a spectacular 
effect for the  Poseidon's Fury attraction at 
Universal Studios Islands of Adventure, they 
came to Technifex.  The idea was to create a 
huge, horizontal water vortex that guests 
could walk through…without getting wet.  No 
one has ever created this effect before.  
After a year of testing and mockups, 
Technifex's engineers and designers came up 
with a technique to create a 42-foot long 
water vortex formed by 20,000 gallons of 
surging water held in place by sheer 
centrifugal force.  This was not the first time 
Universal Studios had tapped into Technifex's 
experience and expertise.  We also developed 
the motorcycle transformation in the 
Terminator T2:3D attraction where an actor 
appears to drive his cycle right into the screen 
to become part of the 3D film.

Another original effect, the tunnel of fire we developed for the 
Valhalla attraction at Blackpool Pleasure Beach was the precursor to 
FauxFire, a simulated flame effect now offered as a Technifex 
product. 

Since we know the "ins" and "outs" of just about every special effect 
technique available and continue to develop new ones through our 
Research & Development program, we have a pretty good idea of what 
works and what doesn't. That experience saves our clients a great deal 
of time and money when they ask us for a new effect.   Our designers 
and engineers avoid dead ends up front, and focus on the most 
promising solutions. Moreover, we are very likely to come up with an 
idea that creates an unforgettable experience for your audience.
 



FeatureFeature New ProjectsNew Projects

Create a spectacular water display with the Variable Pattern Nozzle. With this 
remarkable new product, an easy-to-program analog computer transforms a 
"cone" of water into a single column or "jet," or creates a shape anywhere in 
between. Controlling the water flow with proportioning valves alters the shape 
of the feature.  Varying the water pressure and delivery to the nozzle controls 
the scale of the display, whether it's the height of the jet or the diameter of 
the cone.  Additionally, maintenance is a snap, since the Variable Pattern 
Nozzle contains no moving parts. 

Price: $586 each - Call for quantity discounts (pricing is for the nozzle only)

Patent # 6,250,570         

Imagine adding the dramatic impact of fire to your attraction or 
exhibit, without worrying about the safety issues associated with 
real flame. Technifex Products has created FauxFire which is a 
simulated flame system that uses low-pressure steam and specialty 
lighting to create the most realistic false fire effect on the market 
today. FauxFire has been in operation within the Valhalla attraction 
at Blackpool Pleasure Beach for two seasons now, and is currently 
being installed into a casino and a major dark ride. 

Call for specific pricing

Patent in process

Technifex was named Technical 
Show Producer for TOMB RAIDER: 
The Ride™ scheduled to open in 
2002 at Paramount's Kings Island.  
The new action-packed adventure 
ride is inspired by Paramount 
Pictures' blockbuster film, Lara 
Croft: TOMB RAIDER™.

Variable Pattern Nozzle 

Aquashot  

If you own or operate a water park, you owe 
it to your customers to try the new and 
improved Aquashot. This high quality, 
industrial-strength water cannon shoots a 
blast of water up to 90-feet and disperses 
harmlessly. All components are made of non-
corrosive stainless steel or brass materials, 
and require only compressed air and water to 
operate.  Installed at Schlitterbahn Waterpark 
Resort in New Braunfels, Texas for the last two 
seasons, the Aquashot has proven to be a real 
crowd-pleaser.

List Price: $7,540 each - Call for quantity discounts

Patent No. 6,119,955
Schlitterbahn Waterpark Resort
New Braunfels, Texas

Sensory Theater Systems 

Variable Pattern Nozzles in Technifex's 20,000
gallon test pool.

A joint development of Technifex. and Oceaneering Entertainment Systems, 
Sensory Theater Systems (STS) was developed for theme parks, museums, 
corporate exhibitors and theater operators that want to cash in on the current 
demand for 4D theater experiences. The STS Seat and STS Grid integrate story, 
visual elements, audio, and compelling special effects to enhance any 2D, 3D or live 
production. Up to a dozen special effects can be skillfully hidden in a conventional 
theater seat. The sensory experience can be expanded further with the STS Grid. 
The overhead grid system adds four additional features: 1500-watt strobe lights, 
water misters, wind and a water-based fog system. 

In addition to providing the STS Seat and STS Grid, Technifex can outfit complete special-
effect video theaters. We’ll provide projection, multiple-track audio systems, and control systems to 
equip an entire theater, no matter what the size. In addition, we’ll engineer, produce and install a theater 
and effects system to meet your special requirements, and provide professional project management throughout the 
process.  For more information, visit our website at www.sensorytheatersystems.com.

Call or visit the website for pricing

Ripple Image Generator  

If you work with black (UV) light, then 
you will want to try The RIG, one of the 
first animated lighting effects developed 
specifically for blacklight. When mounted 
to a theatrical ultraviolet lighting 
instrument, patterns can be projected over 
an entire scene without washing out the show 
lighting. The RIG comes with several different 
patterns to simulate water ripple, rain, flames, haze, and clouds.  

The RIG comes in a lightweight, compact housing designed to fit any 
standard 6-inch gel frame.  Powered by a whisper-quiet motor, it 
requires no additional venting or cooling. 

List Price:   $895  - Call for quantity discounts (pricing does not include a
                                UV light source)

Patent #’s 6,041,531 & 6,249,997 

FauxFire 

Flowscreen

This is one of our newest products. A continuous sheet of water tumbles down an 
8-foot rippled panel. Want a display that is out of the ordinary? A simple lighting 
change transforms the water into a wall of flowing lava. Or, use the back panel as 
a projection surface to display your logo, product, or corporate video.  
Flowscreen is an ideal eye-catching display for any retail store or trade show 
exhibit. The system is sold in 4'x8' panels that can be seamed to create larger 
continuous displays.

Call for specific pricing

Patent in process

Valhalla attraction at Blackpool Pleasure Beach, U.K.

The new Spotlight 29 Casino in 
Coachella, California will feature 
special effects by Technifex.  It's 
scheduled to open in 2002.

A new development in fountain technology 

The Ultimate Theater Experience

When you want the big splash

The blacklight  FX projector

Water in motion  

Realistic fire without the heat

Technifex was contracted by 
Scenery West to provide special 
effects for an animated sign for the 
Toys R Us store in Times Square. 
The sign promotes Mattel’s Hot 
Wheels toy line. Scenery West is 
adding scenic elements and installing 
the sign in September.

Highlights from actress Esther Williams' many films 
were projected on a Flowscreen at her recent 80th 
Birthday celebration. 

PRODUCTS
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